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OVER THE EDITOR'S TRAINSHEET 


The feature article of this issue describes a trip 
which your editor personally considers was tops railfan- 
ing. A relatively small group literally "took over" the 
Virginia & Truckee Railroad for the day. The train was 
ours to stop and pose for pictures wherever we choose, 
and stop we did wherever the excuse could be found for 
pictures, The cooperation from the V&T was perfect; our 
choice of motive power and equipment together with what 
ever schedule we wanted was ours. 

The photographs herewith presented were taken by 
your editor, but are perhaps no different than those taken 
by any of the other excursionists. In fact, some of the 
others got even better pictures. Your editor's favorites 
could not be reproduced, however, for like many another 
fan these days, colored slides have taken over as his 
main photographic medium, 


The Northern California Railroad Club hopes to take 
this trip over the V&T again this March if the line does 
not fold prior to the coming of suitable weather. Maybe 
we'll see you there, 


PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCILTY The Pacific Railroad Society 
PLANS HIGH SIERRAS TRIP of Los Angeles has announced 
plans to operate a trip over 

the Southern Pacific's "Tahoe Route" February 24-26 to 
visit the "snow-covered Sierras". Stops will be made 
to photograph the train in action in the snow and a tour 
of the S.P.'s Sacramento Shops will be included, The 
train will leave Los Angeles Friday night and arrive 
at Reno at 4:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon, The train 
will leave Reno at 5:15 a.m. Sunday morning and arrive 
back in Los Angeles. late Sunday night. Northern Calif- 
ornia fans can join the train at Sacramento at 10:00 am 
Saturday arriving back at Sacramento at 10:15 Sunday 
morning. Fares from Los Angeles are $25.00 in coaches, 
$49.00 in Tourist lower and $56.00 in Standard lower. 
The coach fare from Sacramento is $8.75. For other 
fares and tickets write: 

PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCIETY c/o Cook Reeves 

P.O, Box 5279, Metropolitan Station, 

Los Angeles 55, California, 
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The Story of a Short- Line 
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ken (1.) Early on the morning of March 20, 1949, some 

he 30 members of the Northern California Railroad Club 

tes assembled at Reno for a trip over the Virginia and 
Truckee Ry. At the roundhouse we found engine number 
26 steamed up waiting for us. 

e 

+S . 

rbe 

y 

d 

r 

ur § 

‘ 

m 

Ss (2.) Once underway the train soon is in the Sierras 
with relatively high mountains to the west. The stops 
began to be more frequent for pictures and this view at 
speed shows the train drifting down grade in a canyon 
across an almost abandoned road, 
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(3.) A short distance further on this stop near a 
short bridge gave us the opportunity to scramble up a 
hill and shoot down on the train as it backed up and 
made a run across the bridge for pictures, 





(4.) Still in the mountains this relatively level 
spot was choosen for a stop so that the snow-covered 
mountains in the background could be included, Patches 
of snow were also to be found alongside the right of way. 
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(5.) Coming out of the mountains we crossed the 
main highway and stopped at a long abandoned station 
with a sidetrack that had not seen service for many a 
year. 








(6.) In Carson City the V&T runs down the middle . 
of one of the cross streets and this view taken in the 
residential section shows our train at one of the many 
stops made along this portion of the trip. 
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WESTERN PACIFIC TO DISPOSE OF MORE STEAM ENGINES 








Unofficial sorces have revealed tiat the West- 
ern Pacific plans to dispose of the following 
steam emgines in addition to those listed in 
the last issue, (2-8-0) 4, 7, 11, 13, 23, 25, 
29, 31, 42, 46, 47, 49, 52, 53, 62, (4-6-0) 
225 (0-6-0) 153, (4-8-2) 174, 175, 177, (2-6-6-2) 202, 
-8-2)305, 312, 313, 322, 324, 327, 333 and 335. 

--- Ed Wrrer 














SOUTHERN PACIFIC STILL SCRAPPING STEAM ENGINUS 





The list below brings to a grand total of 105 
the number of steam locomotives scrapped by 
the Pacific System of the Southern Pacific in 
1949, These engines have in large part been 
replaced by diesel locometives with still more 
to come as listed elsewhere in this issue, 


11/29 2437 4-6-2 Portland 12/13 2242 4-6-0 Sacramento 
11/29 2908 4-8-0 Portland 12/14 2515 2-8-0 Portland 
12/2 2507 2-8-0 Portland 12/15 1129 0-6-0 Sacramento 
12/7 1658 2-6-0 l’ortland 12/19 1135 0-6-0 Portland 
12/8 2929 4-8-0 Portland 12/20 2426 4-6-2 Portland 
12/7 1208 0-6-0 Los Angeles 12/22 2933 4-8-0 Portland 
12/8 1137 0-6-0 Tuscon 12/30 1147 0-6-0 Portland 
12/8 3052 4-4-2 Sacramento 12/30 2283 4-6-0 Bayshore 
12/9 3402 2-8-0 El Paso 12/30 2945 4-8-0 Portland 
12/12 2846 2-8-0 Bayshore 12/30 3214 2-8-2 Bayshore 


e-- Ed Wrrer 


REDWOOD EMPIRE NOTES: The Bucksport & Elk River Rail- 
road has applied to the Public 

Utilities Commission of California for permission that 
common carrier operations be discontinued. The line 
is being used exclusively by the Volbeer and Carson 
Lumber “ompany under a trackage agreement and there has 
been no common carrier service since May 2, 1940. The 
Dolbeer and Carson ngenes sans would be continued, 

Hammond Lumber Company has scrapped its number 11 
locomotive, This consolidation type (2-8-0) was built 
by the company in its Samoa shops in 1910 for the Oregon 
& Eureka Railroad, as the line was then known, The 
boiler will be used at a small local sawmill and the 
brass number plate was given to Ilenry Ohlendick who was 
engineer on the locomotive for many years, 

-- Stanley Borden 
HETCH WETCHY RAILROAD GONE The last rail of the Hetch 
Hetchy Railroad has been 

torn up reports Stanley Snook who followed the end of 
this line torn up for scrap. The two flat cars have 
sone to the Sierra; the big diesel is still there; the 
two small diesels have gone with the scrapper; the coach 
has been acquired by the R&LHS while the rail-bus 19 has 
been acquired by Al Rose, 
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An 1873 Cable Car Offered 








Rail Display Proposed for Museum 


A proposal to add a railroad display to the museum 
proposed for Aquatic Park in San Francisco has been made 
to the City of San Francisco by the Railway & Locomotive 
llistorical Society through its resident Vice-President 
Gilbert Ii, Kneiss,. The society would display its San 
Francisco cable cars and steam locomotives, some 15 
pieces of historic rolling stock, Mayor Elmer E, Robin- 
son is quoted as being enthusiastic about the proposal, 


The Society's yard at Berkeley is almost empty with 
all of the standard gauge equipment removed to the West- 
ern Pacific. The narrow gauge equipment is scheduled 
to be moved shortly to make way for an expansion of the 
Guano works, The Genoa and Bowker now at Portola may 
be used in connection with plans now being made to give 
the V&T a real send-off when the line is abandoned, 


MUNICIPAL RAILWAY OF SAN FRANCISCO The often chang- 
HAS NEW TRANSIT PLAN EVERY 10-DAYS ed plans of the 
Municipal Rail- 
way of San Francisco got a "new plan” January 3rd with 
the management approving plans for conversion of the 
Il street car line to motor coaches on March 5, 1950. 
Public hearings were also scheduled on plans to cut 
service on the L street car line at night in favor of 
busses which would connect with K cars at West Portal. 
The hearings would also consider plans to abandon the 


| M street car line in favor of busses, At the same 


time plans were announced to convert the D street car 
line to trolley busses on January 7, 1951, 

On January 10th a new plan hit the newspapers in 
the form of an announcement that the F street car line 
would be converted to trolley busses in January, 1951. 
This announcement included statements that no new cars 
would be purchased, that the street car terminal planned 
for Stonestown had been abandoned, that car tracks on 
Ocean and Brighton Avenues would be rebuilt and that 
half of the tracks in Twin Peaks Tunnel would be replaced, 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC CIIANGES The following changes have 
PLANS FOR RAIL ABANDONMENT been announced in the plans 
of the Pacific Electric now 
being considered by the State Public Utilities Commission: 
(1.) Removal of rails on Venice Short Line between the 
Junction of the Santa Monica Air Line and Vineyard, and 
on San Vicente and Burton way which were to be retained 
for freight service, (2.) Continue rail Operations on 
Santa Monica Blvd with one-man cars and rehabilitate the 
tracks, (3,) Withdraw application to reroute Santa Monica 
cars over Hollywood Bivd. (4.) Request question of Pasad- 
ena Short Line and Sierra Vista Line be reserved for later 
hearings, 
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WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES The. Budd rail car saw its first 
scheduled service when the W.P, 
started a 10-day trial January 17th on the schedule of 
trains 1 and 2 between Portola and Salt Lake City. The 
passengers changed trains at Portola as steam trains 
still covered the San Francisco-l’ortola portion of the 
run. The Western Facific has announced that it will 
shortly seek to discontinue trains 1 and 2 as a “second 
train" was not justified by the amount of traffic. 

The “California Zephyr" has added stops at Niles and 
Herlong, A motion picture titled "Western Pacific 
Agent" has been filed on the Western Pacific by Robert 
Limpert productions, --- W.P,. Releases 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC ANNOUNCES Plans to purchase 3000 
PLANS FOR EQUIP:\ENT PURCHASE steel box cars and 100 

drop-end gondola cars 
have been announced by the Southern Pacific. The 
company has also applied to the ICC for permission to 
issue trust certificates to purchase eight 6000-h.p. 
freight diesels, 11 1000-h.p. diesel switchers, 598 
70-ton flat cars, 31 lightweight roomette bedroom 
cars, 5 coffeeshop-lounge cars, six lounge cars, 3 
dining cars, 5 baggage-dormitory cars and 13 chair 
cars, 


PACIFIC NORTIWEST NOTES: The Northern Pacific is 
sending three diesel switch- 
ers to the Walla Walla Valley, numbers 125, 126 and 127, 
Number 125 has already gone into service as Walla Walla 
Valley 770, the electrics made their final runs in 
December and the two additional diesels will go into 
service early in the spring. The Union Pacific has 
threatened to convert all of its locomotives to fuel oil 
if Wyoming members of the United Mine Workers continue 
to tie-up the company's coal mines. Northern Pacific 
has started a renumbering program affecting the new 
diesel locomotives, The present 6000 series will be 
renumbered 5400's and the diesel switchers will also be 
renumbered, Longview Portland and Northern engine 
75, 0-6-0, has arrived at the Block scrap yard at Seattle, 
This engine was formerly number 201 on the Los Angeles 
Junction Railroad, ----- Walter Thayer and Albert Farrow 





BAD NEWS FOR THLE BUSSES AND AIR LINES 


Coach fares on the Seattle-Portiland route jointly 
operated by the Union Pacific, Great Northern and the 
Northern Pacific have been reduced 28% effective Jan- 
uary 25th. This followed an earlier announcement by 
the Great Northern of a 32% reduction of coach fares 
on the Seattle-Vancouver, B.C., route, 
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